Evaluation of clinical results following laser recanalization of the peripheral arteries.
As experience is gained with laser-assisted angioplasty and as long-term follow-up results become available, a realistic and objective view of its role in the treatment of patients with occlusive disease of arteries in the peripheral vascular tree is becoming available. Comparison with results of conventional treatment methods is warranted. Experience in treating patients with vascular lesions is helpful in patient selection, management during the procedure, and follow-up care. Evaluation of experience in 169 procedures, with a follow-up time of 1 month to 3 years indicates what direction evolving patency rates are taking.